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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION - (JOHN) ALAN BEESLEY 

1 . THE FOLLOWING BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION IS 
FURNISHED FOR (JOHN) ALAN BEESLEY, ASSISTANT UNDER 
SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

2. FORMERLY AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRIA, ALAN BEESLEY, 

48, WAS NAMED ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS IN AUGUST 1976. 

HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR LAW OF THE SEA (LOS) MATTERS, 

AND, DE FACTO, SERVES AS THE DEPARTMENT S LEGAL 
ADVISER. BEESLEY IS CANADA'S FOREMOST EXPERT ON 
LOS MATTERS, AND PART OF THE REASON FOR HIS RETURN 
TO OTTAWA WAS TO FACILITATE HIS CONTACT WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT S LOS STAFF. PRIOR TO HIS REASSIGNMENT 

TO OTTAWA, BEESLEY HAD OPERATED ALMOST INDEPENDENTLY 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND THE MOVE 
PROBABLY REFLECTED AN EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DESIRE TO 
KEEP BEESLEY ON A SHORTER LEASH. 

3. BEESLEY IS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED AS AN ARDENT 
AND FORCEFUL NATIONALIST, A THOUGH NEGOTIATOR, AND 
NOT PARTICULARLY DISPOSED TO BE GENTLE WITH U.S. 
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THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
WHEN THERE HAVE BEEN CONFRONTATIONS BETWEN THE US 
AND CANADA ON LOS MATTERS, BEESLEY HAS TAKEN A HARD 
LINE WITHIN THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT AND HAS NOT 
ALWAYS TREATED OUR VIEWS FAIRLY. IT IS LOGICAL TO 
SUSPECT THAT HE MAY BE BEHIND CERTAIN ANTI-US VIEWS 
(E.G. STALLING ON STRAITS/POLLUTION ISSUE, INSISTING 
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ON DEEP COMPROMISE). ON THOSE RARE OCCASIONS 

WHEN HE WAS OVERRULED BY CABINET, INDICATIONS ARE THAT 

BEESLEY WAS FURIOUS. 

4. INTELLIGENT AND ARTICULATE, BEESLEY CAN BE 
CHARMING. HE CAN ALSO BE A TOUGH, DETERMINED AND 
FREQUENTLY ARGUMENTATIVE NEGOTIATOR. A CANADIAN NEWS- 
PAPER HAS DESCRIBED BEESLEY AS "NO SHRINKING VIOLET", 
ADDING THAT HIS "QUIET, HIGH-PITCHED VOICE AND DEFEREN- 
TIAL MANNER CONCEAL A TOUGH SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE, 
BLENDED WITH PRAGMATISM, FUNCTIONALISM AND FLEXIBILITY". 
MARRIED TO THE FORMER RUTH STEVENS, BEESLEY HAS TWO 
CHILDREN. HE SPEAKS FRENCH. 

ENDERS 
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